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Suirbhé ar Staid na Gaeilge
i Maigh Cuilinn

Survey on the Irish Language
in Moycullen

Tuarascail ar an suirbhé a rinne Craobh Mhaigh
Cuilinn de Chonradh na Gaeilge i gcomhar le Forbairt
Pobail Mhaigh Cuilinn Teo. chun eolas a bhailit mar
chuid de phlean chun usdid na Gaeilge a mhéadu sa

phardiste.

Cllra

T4 Gaeilge 4 labhairt i Maigh Cuilinn leis na milte bliain
agus ta saibhreas ag baint leis an gceantar de bharr na
teanga agus is rud é a thugann féinitlacht faoi leith don
phardiste.

Baineann buntdisti dirithe le stadas Gaeltachta an
phardiste, don duine aonair agus don phobal tri chéile.
Is fior le ra freisin go bhfuil an-chuid tugtha ar ais ag
Maigh Cuilinn don Ghaeltacht agus do chultir na tire
tri chéile, ach go hdirithe i gcursai litriochta. Is fior le
ra freisin gur ceangal casta é atd idir Maigh Cuilinn
agus Gaeltacht Chonamara agus neart ann a deir nar
chéir duinn a bheith sa Ghaeltacht ar chor ar bith agus
nach bhfuil aon Ghaeilge i Maigh Cuilinn. Nil sé seo
fior ar ndoigh. Ni ionann Maigh Cuilinn agus Ros Muc
6 thaobh usiid na Gaeilge ach ni ionann é ach oiread

le diteanna lasmuigh den Ghaeltacht.

T4 ceantair fés i Maigh Cuilinn ina bhfuil an Ghaeilge
a labhairt gan sos leis na milte bliain. Ta clanna a
dtogiil le Gaeilge agus td lion mér daoine a labhraionn
an teanga go rialta. An orthu ata an lucht nach bhfuil
polasai stdit ann maidir le cursai pleandla agus

forbartha teanga?

Chun cur ar ar gcumas plean forbartha teanga a
ullmhu bheartaigh Cr. Mhaigh Cuilinn de Chonradh
na Gaeilge, i gcomhar le Cumann Forbartha Mhaigh
Cuilinn, suirbhé a dhéanamh ar staid na Gaeilge sa

phardiste.

Report on the survey conducted by Conradh na Gaeilge
in conjunction with MCDA to collect information as part
of a plan to increase the use of the Irish language in

Moycullen.

Background

Irish has been spoken in Moycullen for thousands of
years and the area has been greatly enriched by the
language and it has given a distinct identity to the
parish. Certain advantages accrue due to being in the
Gaeltacht, both personal and community advantages.
Moycullen has made its own contribution to the
Gaeltacht and indeed the culture of the country in
general particularly true in terms of literature. It is also
true that the relationship between Moycullen and the
Connemara Gaeltacht is a complicated one. Many
would claim that the area should not be in the
Gaeltacht at all and that there is no Irish spoken in the
parish. This, however, is untrue. While Moycullen could
not be compared to Ros Muc in terms of use of the
language, neither can it be compared to areas outside
the Gaeltacht.

There are still parts of Moycullen where Irish is the daily
language as it has been without disruption for
thousands of years. Families are being reared through
Irish and there is a large number of people who use
Irish on a daily basis. Is it their fault that the state does

not have a policy for language planning and promotion?

To enable the preparation of a language plan for Maigh
Cuilinn, the Maigh Cuilinn branch of Conradh na
Gaeilge and MCDA carried out this survey on the

position of the Irish language in the parish.



Cur Chuige

Scaipeadh ceistneoiri ar gach teach i bparéiste Mhaigh
Cuilinn le linn mhi Eandir — Marta 2007 agus bailiodh
na ceistneoiri ina dhiaidh sin. Ansin rinneadh torthai
na gceistneoiri a ionchur i mbunachar sonrai chun

anailis a dhéanamh orthu.

Gearrthuairisc

Bailiodh ceistneoiri ar ais 6 572 teach mar chuid den
staidéar seo le 1,907 duine ar fad san direamh sna
ceistneoiri. O thaobh usdid na Gaeilge, is é an toradh
is suntasai né go ndeir 22.38% go labhraionn siad
Gaeilge sa bhaile ar bhonn laethtil. Go deimhin nuair
a fhagann ta na daoine nar fhreagair an cheist seo as
an direamh ardaionn an figiir seo go dti 25.4%.
Léiritear ba laidir leis an teanga, fill i measc daoine gan
Ghaeilge agus daoine atd i ndiaidh bogadh isteach sa
phardiste. Aris, ag cur daoine nar fhreagair an cheist
as an direamh, td 92% den phobal ag iarraidh go
mbeadh stadas Gaeltachta ag Maigh Cuilinn. Léiritear
an ba seo freisin maidir le Gsdid na Gaeilge i
gcomharthaiocht agus ainmneacha eastdit ‘srl. Is diol
suntais é freisin an lion daoine atd i bhfabhar

oideachais tri Ghaeilge.

T4 eolas luachmhar bailithe i dtaobh patruin Usdide na
teanga agus freisin maidir le tuairimi an phobail i
dtaobh cur chun cinn na teanga agus na réimsi
gniomhaiochta ata 4 lorg acu. Chun tosaigh anseo td
imeachtai 6ige, an Ghaeilge sa choéras oideachais, Usaid
na Gaeilge i siopai agus gnénna agus 6caidi chun deis

a thabhairt do dhaoine an Ghaeilge a Gsaid.

Léiritear freisin na hathruithe atd ag tarlt sa pharoiste
agus an ga gniomhu ar bhonn prainneach muna bhfuil
an pobal ldidir Gaeilge ata sa pharaiste le bheith baite

de réir mar atd an daonra ag fis as éadan.

Methodology

Questionnaires were distributed to all houses in the
parish during January-March 2007 and were duly
collected. The returns were inputted into a database to

allow them to be analysed.

Executive Summary

Questionnaires were returned from 572 houses
encompassing 1,907 people in total. In terms of
language usage the most striking feature is that
22.38% of respondents speak Irish on a daily basis in
their homes. Indeed when the people who did not reply
to this question are excluded the figure rises to 25.4%.
There is a strong dffinity for the language evident in the
survey, including people with little fluency in the
language and people who have recently moved into the
area. Again, when the people who did not respond to
the question are excluded, 92% want Moycullen to
retain it’s Gaeltacht status. This affinity is evident also
from the support for Irish language signage, housing
estate names etc. The level of support for Irish language

education is also significant.

Valuable information is also collected regarding
language use patterns and also public opinion regarding
the promotion of the language and the areas in which
movement and activities are required. Chief among
those are youth orientated activities, the teaching of
Irish in schools, language use in shops and business,
and events to provide people with the chance to speak
Irish.

The study also tracks the changes that are happening
in the parish and the need for immediate radical activity
if the strong Gaeltacht community is not to be drowned

in the ongoing population explosion.



An Chéad Chéim Eile

Caithfear plean Forbartha Gaeilge a ullmht do Mhaigh
Cuilinn anois laithreach. T4 todhchai Ghaeltacht
Mhaigh Cuilinn ag brath orainn féin mar phobal ar
ndoigh, ach caithfear tacaiocht stdit a chur ar féil chun
an pobal a chumasui. Is diol suntais é an easpa
tacaiochta don Ghaeilge i Maigh Cuilinn  6na
haisineachtai stait le freagracht na Gaeilge. T4 cur
chun cinn na Gaeilge i Maigh Cuilinn go dti seo ag
brath go priomha ar an earndil dheonach. Caithfear
maoinit a chur ar fail anois chun foireann
lanaimseartha a fhostl le plean Gaeilge a fheidhmiu
agus freisin chun na hdiseanna eile atd ag teastdil a

chur ar fail.

Buiochas

Is mian linn buiochas a ghabhiil le gach duine a ghlac
pairt sa suirbhé agus go hdirithe iad siid a chuir an
stré orthu féin moltai agus tuairimi faoi leith a
nochtadh. Beidh aird 4 tabhairt orthu seo ar fad. Is
mian linn freisin buiochas a ghabhdil le baill Chonradh
na Gaeilge Mhaigh Cuilinn agus Baill Fhorbairt Pobail
Mhaigh Cuilinn Teo. a rinne na ceistneoiri a dhdileadh
agus a bhailit. Freisin td buiochas ag dul do Niamh

Mackin agus Helena Pidgeon san Oifig Phobail.

Cuirfidh Conradh na Gaeilge failte roimh aon duine
gur mian leis a bheith pairteach in imeachtai tri
Ghaeilge né atd ag iarraidh aon ghné de cheist na

Gaeilge a phlé linn. Is féidir teagmhail a dhéanamh le:

Next Step

An action plan for the Irish language in Moycullen must
be prepared immediately. While the future of the
Moycullen Gaeltacht depends on the people of
Moycullen, assistance must be provided to empower
the community. To date the support for the Irish
language in Moycullen from the state agencies with
responsibility for the language has been practically non
existent. The promotion of the language in Moycullen
has depended predominantly on the voluntary sector.
Funding must now be provided to enable the
employment of permanent staff to implement an Irish
language plan and also to provide the other resources

necessary.

Thanks

We would like to thank everybody who took part in the
survey and in particular the people who took the trouble
to give their opinions and make suggestions. They will
all be taken into consideration. We also wish to thank
the members of Conradh na Gaeilge and MCDA who
distributed and collected the questionnaires. We would
also like to thank Niamh Mackin and Helena Pidgeon
in the Community Office for their help.

Conradh na Gaeilge will welcome anyone who wishes to
become involved with Irish language activities or who
wishes to discuss any question relating to the language

in Maigh Cuilinn. You can contact:

Aine Ui Fhatharta, Cathaoirleach 086 3804122
Peadar Mac Fhlannchadha, Rinai 087 4188050



LION CEISTNEOIRI A LIONADH 572
NUMBER OF QUESTIONNAIRES RETURNED

Cé mhéad duine ata ina chénai sa teach?
How many people are living in your house?

Lion daoine sa teach | 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 Gan Freagra
Number in house No Answer

73 113 103 143 83 35 Il 2 I 8
Mériomlan Total 1,907

Liofacht ar scala 0 go 5? (5=Liofa go hiomlan)
Fluency level on a scale of 0 to 5? (5 = full fluency)

Liofacht 0 | 2 3 4 5 Gan Freagra
Fluency No Answer
18.82% 15.25% 18.14%  20.82%  8.6% 13.74%  4.6%

Ca bhfuair ta do chuid Gaeilge?
Where did you acquire Irish?

Baile Scoil Ranganna Eile Gan Freagra
Home School Classes Other No Answer
26.92% 59.1% 3.14% 2.97% 7.86%

Cé chomh minic is a chloiseann tu Gaeilge a labhairt i gceantar Mhaigh Cuilinn?
How often do you hear Irish being spoken in Moycullen?

Laethuil Seachtainiil Annamh Riamh Gan Freagra
Daily Weekly Seldom Never No Answer
15.03% 20.28% 48.95% 12.59% 3.15%

An dteastaionn uait go bhfanfadh Maigh Cuilinn sa Ghaeltacht?
Do you wish that Moycullen stays in the Gaeltacht?

Teastaionn Ni Theastaionn Cuma Liom Gan Freagra
Yes No Indifferent No Answer
87.24% 4.55% 2.97% 5.24%




Cé chomh minic is a bhaineann tu féin né do theaghlach usaid as an nGaeilge?

How often do you or your family use Irish?

Laethuil Seachtainiil Annamh Riamh Gan Freagra
Daily Weekly Seldom Never No Answer
Baile /Home  22.38% 12.76% 28.15% 24.82% 11.89%
Laethuil Seachtainiil Annamh Riamh Gan Freagra
Daily Weekly Seldom Never No Answer
Obair /Work  14.86% 8.57% 14.86% 27.45% 34.26%
Laethuil Seachtainiil Annamh Riamh Gan Freagra
Daily Weekly Seldom Never No Answer
Cairde /Friends 8.92% 9.44% 19.76% 29.37% 32.51%
Laethuil Seachtainiil Annamh Riamh Gan Freagra
Daily Weekly Seldom Never No Answer
Aifreann /Mass 3.67% 10.84% 23.95% 23.95% 37.59%
Laethuil Seachtainiil Annamh Riamh Gan Freagra
Daily Weekly Seldom Never No Answer
Sport /Sport  2.62% 7.52% 10.84% 37.06% 41.96%
Laethuil Seachtainiil Annamh Riamh Gan Freagra
Daily Weekly Seldom Never No Answer
Siopai /Shops ~ 4.55% 4.9% 15.38% 35.49% 39.68%
Laethuil Seachtainiil Annamh Riamh Gan Freagra
Cruinnithe /  Daily Weekly Seldom Never No Answer
Meetings 2.62% 6.64% 15.21% 33.74% 41.79%
Laethuil Seachtainiil Annamh Riamh Gan Freagra
Daily Weekly Seldom Never No Answer
Eile /Other 4.02% 3.5% 5.94% 17.31% 69.23%
Ar mhaith leat go mbeadh ainmneacha Gaeilge ar?
Would you like the use of Irish names on?
Ba mhaith Nior mhaith Cuma Liom Gan Freagra
Eastdit Tithiochta/  Yes No Indifferent No Answer
Housing Estates 77.63% 11.36% 1.57% 9.44%
Ba mhaith Nior mhaith Cuma Liom Gan Freagra
Siopai/Gnénna / Yes No Indifferent No Answer
Shops/Businesses 72.38% 15.56% 1.92% 10.14%
Ba mhaith Nior mhaith Cuma Liom Gan Freagra
Forbraiochtai Nua/ Yes No Indifferent No Answer
New Developments ~ 76.22% 12.76% 1.92% 9.1%




An dtabharfa tacaiocht d’oideachas tri Ghaeilge ag gach leibhéal i Maigh Cuilinn?
Would you support education through Irish at all levels in Moycullen?

Thabharfainn Ni Thabharfainn Cuma Liom Gan Freagra
Yes No Indifferent No Answer
60.49% 28.32% I% 10.49%

Mas mian leat do chuid Gaeilge a fheabhsi n6 Gaeilge a fhoghlaim, sonraigh an leibhéal
If you wish to learn or improve your Irish please indicate the required level

Tosaitheoir Bunusach Feabhsoir Comhra Ardleibhéal Gan Freagra
Beginner Basic Improver Conversational ~ Higher Level No Answer
9.27% 8.39% 12.59% 25.52% 8.92% 35.31%

Cad iad na himeachtai a cheapann tu a chuirfeadh le dul chun cinn na Gaeilge i Maigh Cuilinn?
What activities would be of benefit to the promotion of the Irish language in the Maigh Cuilinn area?

Roghnaigh na himeachtai is tdbhachtai: 5 = Tdbhachtach I = Ni chomh tédbhachtach

Choose in order of priority: 5= Very Important | = Less Important

Ranganna Gaeilge | 2 3 4 5 Gan Freagra
do dhaoine fasta / No Answer
Irish Classes for Adults 4.90% 3.85% 16.78% 15.03%  4091% 18.53%

Imeachtai Oige tri Ghaeilge /
Irish language youth activities 4.55% 4.37% 13.64%  22.2% 36.19%  19.05%

Ocaidi Soisialta / Social Events 6.29% 8.22% 23.78% 19.06% 19.58%  23.08%

Grupa Comhra Gaeilge /
Irish Language Conversation Group 4.55% 6.12% 18.53% 1538%  27.97%  27.45%

Gach eagraiocht & cumann i Maigh

Cuilinn ag Gséid na Gaeilge /

All organisations & groups in

Moycullen using the Irish language 15.73% 13.11% 1941%  9.97% 15.38%  26.4%

Imeachtai Cultartha /
Cultural Activities 7.17% 8.39% 22.73% 16.43% 23.25% 22.05%

Seirbhisi Eaglasta /
Religious Services 15.56% 13.64%  21.68% 12.76% 1241%  23.95%




Aon imeachtai eile a d’fhéadfai eagra sa cheantar
chun cabhru le dul chun cinn agus buanu na Gaeilge?

Rinneadh na céadta moladh agus ta siad ar fad le
feiceail ar www.maighcuilinn.net.
Seo achomair den réimse gniomhaiochtai a bhi molta.

Any other activities that would help develop and
sustain the Irish language in the area?

Hundreds of suggestions were proposed and they can
all be seen on www.maighcuilinn.net.
The following is a summery of the range of suggestions.

Tacaiocht do phaisti réamhscoile

Feabhst ar mhuineadh na Gaeilge sna bunscoileanna
BunlU mednscoile lanGhaeilge

Imeachtai tacaiochta do phaisti scoile

Club dige le réimse leathan imeachtai do dhéagoiri
Ranganna Gaeilge ag gach leibhéal

Grupa comhrd

Cumann drdmaiochta

Comharthai Gaeilge sna siopai

Scéim chun labhairt na Gaeilge a chur chun cinn sna
siopai agus gnénna

Larionad Gaeilge sa srdidbhaile
Réimse leathan imeachtai tri Ghaeilge do dhaoine fésta

Ardu feasachta agus eolais faoin nGaeilge i Maigh
Cuilinn

Paidreacha an Aifrinn as Gaeilge

Usaid na Gaeilge le linn traendil daoine &ga sna
cumainn spoirt

Support for preschool children

Improvement of teaching of Irish in primary schools

Setting up of second level school through Irish

Support activities for schoolchildren

Club with wide ranging activities for teenagers

Irish classes at every level

Conversation group

Drama group

Irish signage in shops and business’s

Scheme to promote the use of Irish in shops and business’s

Irish language centre in the village

Wide range of events through Irish for adults

Awareness raising and information on the Irish language
in Moycullen

Prayers in Irish at masses

Use of Irish when coaching youth sporting activities



An bhfuil aon tuairimi eile agat mar gheall ar
an nGaeilge sa cheantar?

Cuireadh na céadta tuairim chun cinn agus ta
siad ar fad le feiceail ar www.maighcuilinn.net.
Seo achomair den réimse tuairimi a bhi i gceist.

Do you have any other opinions regarding the
Irish language in the area?

Hundreds of opinions were forwarded and they
can all be seen on www.maighcuilinn.net. The
following is a summery of the range of opinions.

Ba choir i a choinnedil beo
Ba choir do na bunscoileanna muineadh tri Ghaeilge

Caithfear daoine a mhealladh seachas an teanga a bhru
orthu

Ba choir do dhaoine an méid Gaeilge ata acu a usaid

Caithfear fdilte a chur roimh dhaoine chuig imeachtai,
cuma pé leibhéal liofachta ata ag daoine

Ni labhartar an Ghaeilge sdch minic sa sraidbhaile

Cén fiath nach bhfuil Aifreann tri Ghaeilge sa
pharoiste?

Ni Eireannaigh muid ach tacaionn muid le cur chun
cinn na Gaeilge mar chuid thdbhachtach den
fhéinidlacht aitiuil

Ba chéir béim a chur ar an nGaeilge sa choéras pleanala

G4 le gniomh mar go bhfuil an Ghaeilge go moér i
mbaol i Maigh Cuilinn

Ba choir go mbeadh sé mar rogha ag an duine féin
An t-aon seans no tosu leis an dream 6g

T4 stair shaibhir Ghaeilge sa pharoiste agus ba cheart
chuile iarracht a dhéanamh an Ghaeilge a chaomhnt

Cruthaigh feasacht faoin stadas Gaeltachta

An iomarca béime ar dheontais, gan méran cainte ar

chultar né gra don teanga

Should be kept alive
All National Schools should teach through Irish

People have to be encouraged rather than having the
language forced on them

People should use whatever Irish they have

People need to be welcome to participate in activities
irrespective of their level of fluency

Irish is not spoken often enough in the village

Why is there not an Irish mass in the parish?

We are not Irish but we support strongly the promotion of

local language as a crucial element of local identity

Emphasis should be placed on Irish in the planning system

Need for action as the language is in danger of dying

It should be a personal choice
The only chance is to start with the youth

Moycullen has a rich Irish language heritage and every
effort should be made to promote the language

Create awareness of Gaeltacht status

Too much emphasis on grants with little regard for culture
or love of the language
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